
Northern Neck technical Center  Opening 2021-2022: Frequently Asked Questions

Q:  When will schools open?
A:  Schools will open for students on Monday, August 16th.  Staff will return to work on Monday,
August 9th.

Q: Who can come to school?
A: All students can come to school everyday, Monday through Friday.

Q: Will students and staff be required to wear masks?
A:  During times of Substantial and High Transmission, students and staff will be required to wear
masks during the school day in the building, as developmentally appropriate.  It is up to division staff
to determine what is developmentally appropriate for students.

Students and staff will not have to wear masks outdoors, during meal times, and will have mask
breaks during the school day, when appropriate, as determined by school staff.

Q: What will health screenings look like for students and staff?
A: Staff members and students will have their temperatures taken at building entrances with infrared
face scanners.  Any person with a fever will be sent home with a parent/guardian.  Students arriving
on buses will be quarantined in the nurse's office until they can be picked up.

Q: What social distancing measures will be in place?
A: Students and staff will need to be 3 to 6 feet apart during the school day and on the buses.  If three
feet cannot be maintained in the classroom, staff and students (as developmentally appropriate) will
need to wear masks.

Indoor communal spaces may be used during times of Substantial and High transmission; however
social distancing and masks will be required.

Q: How will our students eat if they cannot use the cafeteria?
A: Students at the Tech Center do not eat school lunch while attending in our building. They eat lunch
at their home schools either upon their return to their school from their morning classes here or prior
to leaving for their afternoon session here at NNTC. Students will be allowed a break each day while
attending here at NNTC. The admin staff will run a snack cart for our students and they will eat any
food in their classrooms.

Q: Will students have to wear masks on buses?
A: Yes.  There is still a federal requirement for masks to be worn on public transportation, which
includes school buses.



Q: How often will COVID policies and procedures be re-assessed?
A: NNTC will assess the level of community disease transmission provided by the VDH through the
School Metrics tab as it is updated weekly.  Any changes to less restrictive policies and procedures
will be made at 9 week intervals.

Q: How will classrooms and buses be sanitized?
A: Periodically classrooms and buses will be sanitized using special equipment that ionizes a
CDC-approved chemical to destroy viruses on surfaces.

All classrooms will have access to sanitizing spray and wipes and hand sanitizer will also be available
in each classroom. Students will wipe down their workstations before changing classes or leaving for
the day.

Q: What happens if a student or staff member is diagnosed with COVID19?
A: The student or staff member will be sent home, if at school, and contact tracing will be conducted
by the VDH to determine if others may be considered close contacts and should quarantine.

Q: Have there been changes to the definition of a close contact for students?
A: Yes.  The VDH and VDOE have made an exception to the definition of close contact.  The
definition reads: “In indoor K-12 settings, a student who is within 3 to 6 feet of an infected student is
not considered a close contact as long as both students are wearing masks and the school has other
prevention strategies in place. This exception does not apply to teachers, staff, or other adults in
indoor K-12 settings.”

This change should result in less required quarantining for students.

Q: How will parents/guardians be notified if there is a possible exposure?

A:As I am sure you are aware, the number of positive COVID-19 cases is on the rise across
the state and in our local community. When we are made aware that one of our students or
staff members has tested positive for COVID-19, and if your student has possibly been
exposed in the classroom or on the bus, we will contact you directly. We will inform you of the
possibility that your child may have been in contact with someone who tested positive. If that
happens, we will suggest that your child quarantine until you are contacted by the local Health
Department. They will conduct the contact tracing and will provide you with further information
which applies to your child. Safety is our top priority during this time of uncertainty.



Because we will need to contact you should your child be exposed to COVID-19, please
ensure that you have updated all contact information for us.

Additional questions can be submitted here

https://forms.gle/XtjxLMbSTqGFEEjx7

